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Atypical Paget’s Disease or Bone Metastases: A Challenge for the
Internist
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ABSTRACT
Paget’s disease is an osteoclastic-mediated disorder
of bone that results in abnormal bone resorption associated with inadequate remodeling. This disorder
may simulate bone metastases. Additional confusion
may arise if the lesion has an unusual location, or occurs in a patient with known or suspected malignant
disease. We recall through two observations the difficulty to distinguish between these two pathologies:
The first case was a 78-year-old man who presented
with hip pain. He was earlier diagnosed with prostate
adenocarcinoma. Standard X-rays and a CT complement noted a heterogeneous appearance of the bone
that may suggest Paget’s disease. Further evaluation
revealed an underlying skeletal metastatic disease
secondary to a prostata malignancy. The second case
was a 67 year-old man. His antecedents were benign

prostatic hypertrophy and benign colonic polyposis.
Radiography of the pelvis as well as a complement
of CT and bone scintigraphy favored secondary malignant lesions. In front of the negativity of the neoplastic investigation, a bone biopsy performed was
suggestive of Paget’s disease.
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